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Iowa’s Competition:

Top 10 PRO-BUSINESS STATES 2009
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Top 10 PRO-BUSINESS STATES 2009

POLLINA CORPORATE REAL ESTATE, INC. TOP 10 PRO-BUSINESS STATES 2009

1 Virginia 6
South

Dakota

2 Utah 7 Kansas

3
North

Carolina
8 Georgia

4 Wyoming 9 Florida

5
South

Carolina
10 Nebraska

Top 10 PRO-BUSINESS STATES 2009
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Top 25 PRO-BUSINESS STATES 2009

2009 – PRO-BUSINESS 50-STATE RANKINGS

RANK STATE RANK STATE

1 Virginia 26 Connecticut

2 Utah 27 Louisiana

3 North Carolina 28 Delaware

4 Wyoming 29 Maryland

5 South Carolina 30 Arizona

6 South Dakota 31 New Mexico

7 Kansas 32 Michigan

8 Georgia 33 Arkansas

9 Florida 34 Pennsylvania

10 Nebraska 35 Wisconsin

11 Alabama 36 Ohio

12 Missouri 37 New Hampshire

13 Oregon 38 Illinois

14 Tennessee 39 Hawaii

15 Oklahoma 40 New York

16 Colorado 41 Massachusetts

17 Idaho 42 New Jersey

18 North Dakota 43 Kentucky

19 Washington 44 Minnesota

20 Iowa 45 Maine

21 Indiana 46 Vermont

22 Montana 47 Alaska

23 Texas 48 Rhode Island

24 Mississippi 49 West Virginia

25 Nevada 50 California
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Iowa’s Neighbors and How They Ranked

State Rank

South Dakota 6

Kansas 7

Nebraska 10

Missouri 12

North Dakota 18

Iowa 20

Indiana 21

Michigan 32

Wisconsin 35

Illinois 38

Minnesota 44

Top 10 PRO-BUSINESS STATES Score Distribution

Stage I – Labor, Taxes & Other Factors

Stage II – Incentives & Economic Development Factors

Score Distribution

Stage I - 65%

Stage II - 35%
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Stage 1 Factors

Importance Factors

Very High CORPORATE INCOME TAX RANKING

High HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION

High COLLEGE ATTAINMENT

High Right To Work

High INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RANKING

High BUSINESS INVENTORY TAXATION

Moderate AVERAGE TEACHER COMPENSATION

Moderate UNEMPLOYMENT RATE INDEX

Moderate UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE TAX RANKING

Moderate WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

Moderate Jobs Gained Or Lost Per State − 2006 - 2008

Moderate SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAX

Moderate UNITARY TAX

Moderate LITIGATION ENVIRONMENT

Low TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Low AVERAGE COST OF ELECTRICITY

Low BROADBAND ACCESS

Low CRIME RATE

Stage 2 Factors

Importance Factors

Very High Incentives (10 sub-factors)

High Ability to Respond to New Companies

High Ability to Respond to Existing Companies

High States Marketing Efforts

Moderate State Economic Development Website

Low CEcD’s

Low IEDC Membership
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How The Level Of Importance Determined?

Personal Experience Of Our Clients 

And Previous Projects

Informal Interviews With Corporate 

Decision Makers

Surveying Other Site Selectors From 

Across The Country

Iowa Pro Business State Rank 2004 - 2009
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Year Rank

2004 26

2005 16

2006 18

2007 18

2008 25

2009 20
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Stage 1 Factors

Importance Corporate Tax Index And Ranking Iowa’s Score for 2009

VERY HIGH CORPORATE INCOME TAX RANKING F

HIGH HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION A

HIGH COLLEGE ATTAINMENT D

HIGH RIGHT TO WORK A

HIGH INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RANKING F

HIGH BUSINESS INVENTORY TAXATION A

MODERATE AVERAGE TEACHER COMPENSATION D

MODERATE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE INDEX A

MODERATE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE TAX RANKING D

MODERATE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION B

MODERATE JOBS GAINED OR LOST PER STATE − 2006 - 2008 B

MODERATE SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAX C

MODERATE UNITARY TAX A

MODERATE LITIGATION ENVIRONMENT A

LOW TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE D

LOW AVERAGE COST OF ELECTRICITY A

LOW BROADBAND ACCESS C

LOW CRIME RATE B

Stage 2 Factors

Importance Factors Iowa’s Score for 2009

VERY HIGH INCENTIVES ( 10 SUB-FACTORS) C

HIGH ABILITY TO RESPOND TO NEW COMPANIES B

HIGH ABILITY TO RESPOND TO EXISTING COMPANIES D

HIGH STATES MARKETING EFFORTS C

MODERATE STATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WEBSITE C

LOW CECD’S F

LOW IEDC MEMBERSHIP D
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