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Mike Wilson
City of Storm Lake

Tourism Success Story

Reinventing a Community Reinventing a Community ––
The Storm Lake StoryThe Storm Lake Story
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Development
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Storm LakeStorm Lake

History and BackgroundHistory and Background

Lake DredgingLake Dredging

� Begun in 2002
� Partnership of the 

City, Buena Vista 
County, State of 
Iowa, Federal 
government, City of 
Lakeside and 
private citizens

� To date, over 4.5 M 
cubic yards of 
sediment removed



5/7/2010

3

Sleepy Hollow Secchi Disk Measurements
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Storm Lake WatershedStorm Lake Watershed

� Relatively small 
watershed

� Watershed to lake 
ratio 4.4:1

� Small watershed 
improvements can 
have a major 
impact on water 
quality



5/7/2010

4

Project AWAYSISProject AWAYSIS
� 100 room hotel

� Indoor waterpark

� Outdoor waterpark

� Renovated golf course

� New Senior Center

� Swimming beach 

� Lighthouse

� Playground

� Great Lawn

� Rental cottages

� Renovated campground

� Drive trail

King’s Pointe Waterpark ResortKing’s Pointe Waterpark Resort

100 guest rooms
Regatta Grille
Conference/banquet 
space
Indoor waterpark
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Storm Lake MarinaStorm Lake Marina
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This is How Life Should FeelThis is How Life Should Feel

� Campaign 
designed to portray 
a beautiful, relaxing 
environment

� Billboards
� Magazine ads
� Over 5,000 

responses from 
magazine ads
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Storm Lake UnitedStorm Lake United

� Mission: Storm Lake 
United is a leadership 
organization focused 
on enhancing the 
quality of life in the 
Storm Lake area. SLU 
will achieve results by 
implementing creative 
strategies to promote 
business growth and 
tourism.
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What’s Next?

� More activities and events
� More reasons for people to visit
� Retail enhancements
� Create traditions

� Come visit us soon

� Thank You!


